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This Is Your Chance
To Support Our
Financial Goals
By Jack Fowler
Class of 1952
In May of 2014, your Fresno High
Alumni Association will celebrate
th
our 15
Annual May Dinner.
Since our beginnings in 1999,
your organization has donated
nearly $100,000 to support Fresno
High. We have also published the
mailing of the Alumni Newsletter
twice a year to nearly 4000
alumni. All of this takes money
that comes from our few
fundraisers, our yearly dues, and
the donations that we receive.
We need your help, no matter how
small it is. Every dollar that we
raise, goes back to supporting
Fresno High, its athletic programs,
its baseball programs, JROTC,
marching band, and many other
extracurricular activities. So if you
value the education and life
changing experience that you
received at Fresno High, please
consider making a donation to
support
the
“School
of
Champions.” Donations can be
mailed to Fresno High Alumni
Association, PO Box 27516,
Fresno, CA 93729.

Class Updates
By JoAnn Woodward (1958)
Each newsletter we will use this
column to let alumni know what is
going on with classes which have
let us in on some of their plans.
Details and contact information
are posted on the Fresno High
Alumni
website
at
www.FresnoHighAlumni.com
at
Classes>Reunions>Future.

Fall 2013
th

Class of 1948 – Celebrating 65
reunion on October 5, 2013
th
Class of 1958 – Celebrating 55
reunion on September 21, 2013
th
Class of 1963 – Celebrating 50
reunion on September 14, 2013
th
Class of 1973 – Celebrating 40
reunion on September 7, 2013
th
Class of 1983 – Celebrating 30
reunion on October 12, 2013
th
Class of 2004 – Celebrating 10
reunion on June 21, 2014

Principal’s Message
By Dr. John Forbes
THE
Fresno
High
School:
Tradition. Honor. Excellence.
Fresno High said goodbye to the
2012-13 school year by packing
up 20 portable classrooms, the
library, and the main office. A few
short weeks later these buildings
were demolished, but not before
alumni, students, parents, and
staff had a chance to take some
swings at the administration
building. We had great news
coverage as the whole community
celebrated Bringing Down the
Bunkers. The end of the bunker
era (1973-2013) marks the
beginning of a new era with our
two modern two-story buildings.
st

August 1 we began moving into
our buildings. The north building
houses the library, counseling
offices, the Harris Reading Room,
a new computer lab, and 10
upstairs classrooms. The main
administrative office, attendance,
nurse, parent center, senate
chambers, and 10 upstairs
classrooms are all housed in the
south building. All buildings were
open the first day of school. We
opened with great excitement.
Of all the unpacking we did, we
made
certain
to
carefully

unpacked the famous pig from the
Little Big Game win in 2012. Our
rivalry
with
the
Roosevelt
Roughriders continues this year
th
on November 8 at the McLane
football stadium. Join us as we
earn the right to keep the pig for
another year.
Fresno High continues to build a
reputation
of
excellence
academics, athletics and the arts.
The International Baccalaureate
Programme is doubling enrollment
this next year. Top students from
the class of 2013 are attending
UCLA, UC-Berkley, UC-Davis,
Mills College, and UC Merced.
Ninety percent of the senior class
applied for college, a high point for
the last decade. In addition, thirty
percent of our senior class was
eligible to enter a UC or CSU.
Connecting with alumni to current
students makes our school
stronger. We love to hear from
alumni about their stories of
success. Each story we hear is
communicated to our student
body through announcements,
Facebook, and Twitter accounts.
You are invited to send your
stories and impact Fresno High
had
on
your
life
to
john.forbes@fresnounified.org.
Thank you for your support of
Fresno
High.
Our
alumni
association makes a big impact on
current students by providing
opportunities they would not have
otherwise. Please continue your
support through dues and other
fund raising. You make a
difference. Go Warriors!

Interview with Hilda
Janssen Johnson (Class
of 1936)
By Bob Reyes

Newsletter Editor

When World War II broke out,
Hilda Janssen was working in
downtown Fresno at Montgomery
Wards. She decided to join the
Womens Auxiliary Army Corps
(WAAC) and was sent to Des
Moines for basic training. After
that she was given a choice of
either going to Albany, New York
or to Florida. Hilda chose to go to
the New York assignment for 30
days and became part of the
WAAC recruiting department.
She and other WAACS were sent
to modeling school where they
were shown how to walk and sit
on stage (for Bond Rallies). They
were assigned to go somewhere
every day and every other night.
When the WAAC decided to adopt
a new uniform, she and the other
WAAC in her department were
instructed to wear the new uniform
for 5 days out in the public to see
what people’s opinions were on it.
The new uniform was an off-white,
material, with short sleeves and a
hat to match. Hilda was one of
only six women chosen to model
the new uniform. But when the
WAAC
became
the
WAC
(Women’s Army Corps), the Army
accepted their uniform but had
them switch to khaki to match the
Army. According to Hilda, they
were never allowed to wear
slacks, but only skirts because
they were ladies. But when she
hitchhiked on military C47s and a
B-25 going cross country, the
pilots allowed her to switch to
slacks for the flight. After 3 years
in the Army, the war ended and
Hilda got out.
Prior to entering Fresno High,
Hilda attended Washington Junior
th
th
High for 7 and 8 grades. She
first attended Fresno High in 1933
th
when she was a 9 grader at
Hamilton. Back then, the new
Hamilton School was being built at
Clinton and Palm and so the

th

Hamilton 9 graders occupied the
bottom floors of Royce and
Palmer Halls while the rest of the
campus was occupied by Fresno
th
th
High 10 through 12 grades. At
age 94, Hilda fondly remembers
how nice the teachers at Fresno
High were, especially to a shy girl
whose family lived on the west
side of Highway 99.
In fact,
according to Hilda, everything
west of Palm was just open fields
and farmland. She grew up in the
Depression and remembers not
having a lot of material things, but
living on a farm, they always had
food to eat. But being tall and
thin, one caring teacher took the
time to talk to Hilda because she
was concerned that Hilda was not
getting enough to eat. Hilda found
other caring teachers during her
time at Fresno High. “We could
sense those outstanding teachers
who really cared about us. They
related to us, and we related to
them.”
She remembers her
English teacher that she had in
the afternoon. “There was no air
conditioning then, and when our
room would become too warm,
she would teach the class outside
under a tree because we had no
air conditioning back then. We
would sit on the grass by LeConte
Hall. The teachers related to us
and we related to them. We could
sense those outstanding teachers
who really cared about us.”
Hilda remembers being good in
math, but back then people told
the girls that they did not need to
take all of the math classes. She
recalls taking the city wide test in
Algebra and getting the highest
score in the city. 9th grade. A
football player, a hero of the
school, asked her to lean to one
side so that he could see her
algebra test. She had to help him
out because he was a football
hero. She also remembers being
one of only four girls in
trigonometry. But eventually all of
the girls including Hilda dropped
out. She remembers people would
ask the girls why they were taking
the higher math class. Hilda
wanted to stay so bad but all the
other girls had dropped out by

then.
Hilda recalls being a member of
Girls’ Glee (choir) and performing
in an Operetta (an evening
dramatic program) while at Fresno
High. She also belonged to Girl
Reserves (sponsored by YWCA).
“We were poor in high school.
When I was 16, I worked at the
dime store just to be able to get
clothes. Back in those days most
all of the girls and boys activities
were separated. The teachers
were very good to me. I remember
Mrs. Stubblefield, a teacher,
called me in because she was
concerned that I was too skinny.
This was during the Depression.
City kids struggled but we had 2
acres out on the west side of 99
so we always had enough to eat.
West of Palm was open fields. I
couldn't wait for the grapes to
ripen. Most of the land was
farmland west of Fresno High.”
There were street cars in those
days.
No
buses.
Hilda
remembers street cars but no
buses when she was growing up.
Her high school principal was
Edwin Kratt was whom she called
the “best principal’. “The kids all
liked him. He didn't put up with
any nonsense from the kids.
Everyone respected him.”
During her time at Fresno High,
she remembers the Albert's
Drugstore at the corner. Hilda
would buy a frozen Milky Way
candy bar. She would then make
a cream-filled sandwich (from her
cows) which she sold to a “city
girl” for 5 cents.
This past April the “Wish of a
Lifetime” sponsored by Brookdale,
which owns 620 assisted living
homes, paid for a group of 6
veterans
to
fly
back
to
Washington, D.C. to see the
Women’s Memorial and the WWII
Memorial. While they were in
Washington, the group was
treated as the guests of honor at
the
Washington
Nationals
baseball game. They were given
hoodie sweatshirts and baseball
caps to wear and entered through
the VIP entrance. They were also

treated to dinner at the President's
Club and sat behind home plate.
“At end of the 3rd inning, the PA
announcer
introduced
us.
Everyone stood up and applauded
and thanked us. We looked on the
big screen and there were our
pictures on the screen. We were
the honored guests at the game.”
Accompanied on the trip by her
granddaughter, Hilda was so
proud of the honor of being
recognized for her service to her
country.
After 94 years, Hilda conveys
some of her philosophy about
living life.
"There's beauty in
imperfection if you look or listen
for it.”
Her motto: “Be patient.
You could be in the same spot as
the other person. I always try to
see good in people”. It is easy to
see the good in Hilda Janssen
Johnson.

Scholarship Winner
Makayla Quinn
By Makayla Quinn (2013)
I bleed purple and gold, I have the
heart of a warrior, and my pride
will always be with Fresno High.
My family has a long line of history
with the school of champions and
I mark the end of the “Quinn
Legacy”.

My father ,Robert Quinn, went to
Fresno High along with some of
his siblings and graduated in
1976, then quite a few years later
my cousins became warriors
starting with Chris Quinn (Class of
1996), which began a continuous
line of Quinns’ that would not end
until I graduated. After Chis, there
was my cousin, Megan Quinn
(Class of 1999), the first of my
siblings, Michelle Quinn (Class of
2001) and Melissa Quinn (Class
of 2003). Along with them were
my cousin Cleary Quinn (Class of
2004) and the last of my sisters,
Marcie Quinn (Class of 2006) and

directly before me was my only
brother, Jay Paul Quinn (Class of
2009). When it was finally my turn
to attend Fresno High, I have to
admit I was reluctant. I knew since
I was 5 that Fresno High would be
my alma mater, but I had a lot of
shoes to fill and expectations to
live up to. I was coming from Baird
Middle School which is a magnet
school; however most of my class
was planning on attending Bullard
High, so that’s where I wanted to
go. Luckily my mother, Debbie
Quinn, knew what was best for me
at the time and even though she is
McLane alumni, she is a warrior at
heart and knew that was where I
belonged. She was right, even
though at first it was hard, being a
warrior felt natural, like I said it’s in
our blood. My experience at
Fresno High is one I would never
want to change, I took the
expectations set for me from my
previous family as a challenge
and I exceeded them. I wanted to
stand out and end the Quinn
legacy with bang. During my
attendance, I wanted to be as
involved as I could be, I was in
student council all four years and
was Student Body President my
senior year. I was in IB and took
leadership, along with CSF,
Polynesian Club, Drama Club,
Youth
Leadership
Institute,
Student Advisory Board, Senate,
Mock Trial, UNICEF, and Junior
Honor Court. I was also our area’s
Girls’ State representative and a
Fresno Unified Student Board
representative.
I also was on
Varsity tennis all four years and
was captain for two. I ended my
journey through Fresno High as
valedictorian with being number
one in my class. I was especially
proud to receive the Fresno High
Alumni Association Bob Reyes’
Scholarship. It meant a lot to
receive a scholarship in the name
of Bob Reyes, not only was he an
outstanding principal, but he is an
inspirational leader, whom I aspire
to be like. The money I received
from the scholarship has helped
with the cost of my collegiate
endeavor to the University of the
Pacific, where I am double
majoring in International Relations

and Political Science; therefore I
owe an immense thank you to the
amazing Alumni Association. For
me, my journey through Fresno
High is not commemorated by my
accomplishments but through the
memories I have made, the
friends I will keep and the pride I
now enjoy. My only goal through
high school was to do what I could
to make not only my family proud,
but also to add to the great legacy
of Fresno High. As I said in my
graduation speech, we are all
successes, we are all champions
and we are all warriors.

14th Annual All Alumni
Dinner
By JoAnn Woodward (1958)
Margarita Saturday was a success
by bringing together 175 past
alumni and about 35 current
students on the evening of
Saturday, May 4, 2013.
A
wonderful dinner of chicken and
beef kabobs, pilaf, salad and
green beans prepared on site by
Gary Lanfranco, class of 1964,
and served by Senate members
was a smashing success.

(Jerry Tahajian and Jack Fowler)
The 50/50 raffle which benefited
Leadership on campus was won
by Elaine Parnagian Sudjian,
class of 1957. She walked away
with $272 while Leadership
received $272. Leadership is a
student
run
organization
supporting all school related
events and community events.
Students from all grade and
activity levels are involved.
Leadership plans on using their
money to buy a large canopy for
outdoor events. And Elaine is
planning a vacation!
One of the highlights of the
evening was getting a personal
tour of the new south building by

our principal, Dr. John Forbes. He
was very excited to show off the
building
which
will
house
administrative offices and the
Senate chambers even though it
had no lighting and took a good
deal of imagination to realize what
the finished offices would look
like. Since the stairs were still
incomplete, no one was allowed
upstairs to see what the
classrooms will look like. But that
did not stop those attending the
dinner to get a first hand look.
The Senate members have been
using a classroom for their
meetings so are looking forward to
their new digs. A lot of excitement
was around those who had the
chance to observe the first
changes to the school in over 40
years…a long awaited change
bringing back the classical look
which was lost when Palmer and
LaConte halls were tore down in
1970.

(Class ’71 had 3 tables)
A silent dessert auction was fun
for those who participated and
even more fun when those
desserts were taken to the tables
and shared with other diners.
Even if you lost out on one of the
fantastic desserts available, a
chance to partake of the sweet
delights was enjoyed by all.
A special thank you to softball,
football and JROTC who helped
set up the venue in the morning
and to rugby, Senate, football and
Leadership who helped take
things down after the dinner. Jazz
band played music before dinner
and Folkloric dancers in their
beautiful costumes showed off
their talents while diners cooled
off in shaded areas with their
margaritas.
th

Next year’s event---our 15 ---will
be held on Saturday, May 3, 2014.
Save the date and join the fun.

Kudos to the FHS
Alumni Association
By Judie Lane (1962)
“It’s my only source to hear about
current things happening at
Fresno High School,” a few
classmates told me about why
they like this newsletter. Some like
the sports articles some like the
other types of articles, “as long as
they aren’t too long!” Not having a
computer or knowing how to use
one is a problem for some of our
alumni; yet others would not mind
having it on line to read. It’s a sign
that “time” keeps moving along,
with or without us
FHS may have a “museum”
someday for all the artifacts
collected over the years –
historical books and memorabilia,
and many feel it is about time! The
Alumni Association would like to
help that concept to become a
reality, as Warriors head toward
our 125th FHS Anniversary in
2014. We are hoping for a spare
room where we can display all the
items we have received so far. It
will add to the other beautiful
improvements with the new
buildings and the new campus
look for Fresno High School,
which is under way as this issue
rolls out.
If you would like to share any
memorabilia,
stories,
Owls,
yearbooks, etc. with us, you may
contact us thru our Website:
www.fresnohighalumni.com. Our
website will also be changing
during this year, so check back
time to time. There are links to
each and every class that ever
graduated from Fresno High.
Fresno High School is undergoing
a rebirth of its former glory that so
many of us still remember.
Participation in sports and many
other activities continues to
increase. It has the only IB
Program
in
the
Valley
(International Baccalaureate). The
Alumni Association is a big
supporter of various student
organizations,
teams,
clubs,
events,
scholarships,
and
programs. It has helped provide

various uniforms, equipment, an
interactive Sports Media Center,
some dinners, Sober Grad Night,
scholarships, bus trips, and some
repairs, too. Fresno High is the
only high school in the Valley that
has such wonderful support for
our Alma Mater.
Help us continue this tradition that
started several years ago, so our
high school will continue to get
better, for years to come, for all
the students attending and all
teachers teaching! Thanks to your
continued
memberships
and
participation in the annual events
they sponsor, so that this tradition
may continue to help all the
students at Fresno High for years
to come. Keep up the good
support! We cannot do it without
help from all the Alumni. Maybe
you could donate a couple hours
each month to help with planning
and ideas? We could use folks
from all the different Fresno High
classes.
Let us know what you like about
getting these newsletters. Fresno
High School brings back a lot of
good memories for thousands of
Warriors out there. Let’s hope it
always will! Help us to continue!
Support the Alumni and stay in
touch with fellow Warriors!

Class of 1936 Donation
By Bob Reyes
Thanks to Bernice Van Dyck and
the Class of 1936 for donating the
last of their treasury, $$1422.48,
to the Fresno High Alumni
Association to help pay the cost of
upgrading our Alumni Association
website.
The Warrior Echo (Fresno High
Alumni Association Newsletter) is
published twice a year (fall and
spring).
If you wish to have an article
placed in the newsletter, please
contact:
Bob
Reyes,
Newsletter
Editor,
revjreyes1@att.net ; 5374 W. Donner
Ave., Fresno 93722
Jack Fowler (’52), Alumni Chairman,
Jkf0076@att.net ; 3535 N. Del Rey
Ave., Sanger 93657

Jackie Garo Boyajian (’60) Alumni
Vice Chair, Jfb15@live.com ; 235 W.
Holland Ave., Fresno 93705
JoAnn D’Ambrosio Woodward (’58)
Alumni
Secretary,
Ja_woodward@hotmail.com ; 351
Baron Ave., Clovis 93612

Jerry Tahajian
By Bob Reyes Newsletter Editor

Jerry Tahajian, class of 1958,
grew up in Corcoran and
describes himself as a delinquent
and
someone
prone
to
mischievous pranks. One holiday,
he and some friends took sign
barriers and put
them across the
main street in
Corcoran and lit
them on fire. He
said that he also
liked drag racing
and drinking beer. He was also a
kid whose mother had died when
he was 12 years old.
It was when Jerry’s father
remarried that Jerry and his father
came to Fresno to live with his
new wife at Clinton and Palm by
the old Hamilton Junior High. It
was the spring semester of Jerry’s
junior year (1957) that he first
enrolled at Fresno High. Jack
Mulkey was his principal. When
he registered for school, he was
asked if he was a college prep
student. Jerry replied no because
he thought that they might put him
in classes with all the “smart
people.” In his mind, he felt that in
regular classes, he would stand a
chance of getting good grades.
But going to Fresno High also
became
a
life-changing
experience for Jerry. At Corcoran
High School he was in a class of
125 students. The environment
there was not conducive to
inspiring young people to achieve.
But during the year that Jerry
spent at Fresno High, it opened
up a different perspective on what
he might be able to accomplish.
Although he finished his last
semester at Corcoran High School
in order to graduate with his
childhood friends, he’ll tell you that
his picture was in the ’58 Fresno
High yearbook and that he still

considers himself a Warrior.
When asked to describe his
experience at Fresno High, Jerry
tells it this way. “It was like going
from an undeveloped country to a
developed country.” What stood
out to him was the quality of the
faculty and the students. “It was a
college-going
atmosphere
at
Fresno High. It was a difference
in communities. The students
were involved, were dynamic,
looking forward to their futures.
When you get in that environment,
you get inspired. So one class in
particular, I felt like I was having a
one-on-one conversation with the
teacher. I was interested in
learning. It was the attention that I
got from that teacher. It paid off.
It really made a difference in my
life. That's why I have such great
feelings about Fresno High. It
was the basis for my continuing
interest in higher education. In
the late 50's we had Maloney and
Ellsworth. There was a lot of
pride going on that added to the
positive atmosphere. I remember
the first assembly that I ever
attended. I was amazed at all of
the musical talent that was there.
The singing groups, like the
Choraleers, were like professional
performers. Everyone was very
friendly and very welcoming. All
of this I appreciated very much.”
After Jerry graduated from high
school, he decided to go to
Fresno State. Originally, he had
not planned to go to Fresno State
because of his poor grades. But
someone had told him that Fresno
State would accept you if you had
14 A’s and B’s on your transcripts,
and that it didn’t matter if the A’s
and B’s were academic classes or
not. So Jerry took his transcript to
Fresno State, and they admitted
him.
He attributes his later
success at Fresno State to the
first class that he ever attended. It
was with Dean Fisk of the
business department who ended
his first class presentation with:
“Do the very best you can for one
semester, and if you don't like the
results, you can return to your
mediocre self!" Jerry heard that
and told himself that he didn’t

want to be a mediocre student.
He decided to work his tail off and
ended up with a B average that
first semester and that helped him
to know that he could handle
college.
According to Jerry, “Teachers can
inspire students to become all that
they can be as was the case with
me or they can be mediocre
themselves
and
not
excite
students about learning. To me
education is the key to success in
life. But you also have to have the
right people do the teaching.”
Jerry went on to get his degree in
Business
Administration
and
became very active in student
affairs. He was student body
president in 62-63, and Pete
Mehas
was
Athletic
Commissioner. It was after that
that Jerry decided that he wanted
to get his law degree to go into
corporate management. He went
to the University of San Francisco
for law school. It was in the fall of
1963 that he was sitting in law
class
when
Kennedy
was
assassinated. Kennedy’s death
was so disturbing to him that he
concluded that he was not ready
for law school. It was then that he
thought that he would take the
real estate exam and took a job
with a local real estate firm.
While he was waiting to pass the
exam, he went to Hughes Aircraft
and was told to learn about
accounting.
He
tried
to
become more knowledgeable
about accounting. While working
at this accounting firm, he
eventually passed 3 out of 4 of the
CPA exams. Meanwhile he had
gotten married and decided to
return to the University of San
Francisco law school.
Jerry
eventually passed the last part of
the CPA exam and then got his
law degree in 1969.
He
taught accounting and law for a
year at CSU Fresno and later
taught part-time after he started
practicing law.
William
Forbes
was
his
first employer.
At that time,
Morrie Scher was the estate and
trust expert in Fresno and was
considered the top lawyer in that

field. Morrie asked Jerry to join
him. According to Jerry, in
those days
being
a
CPA
and attorney was very rare. They
were highly licensed people.
Morrie taught Jerry what he
needed to know about estate and
trusts. Jerry opened his own law
office in March of 1975 at the
downtown Helm Building after one
of the partners told Jerry that he
would never become an equal
partner in the firm. He was the
sole practitioner at his law firm
until 2011. He did wills, trusts and
probate, estate and gift taxation.
Asking him what advice he would
give current Fresno High students,
Jerry says this. “I developed my
love of learning while at Fresno
High. The teachers just brought it
out in me. From Dean Fisk, I
learned that I could be successful

in college. Persistence, attitude,
and belief will result in success.
It’s not how smart you are, but
how dedicated you are to
achieving your dreams.” By all
accounts, Jerry Tahajian is still a
success.

Jack Mulkey
By Gary Becker (1957)
Jack Mulkey, former Fresno High
School principal died May 28,
2013 in Edmond, OK at the age of
95. Mulkey served as principal in
the late 1950’s.
Prior to his educational career,
Mulkey was an All-American
football player at Fresno State
University (Fresno State College
at the time) from 1938 to 1940.

four honorary captains for the
Fresno State game against Air
Force.

FHS Military Veterans
By Jim Doyle (1967)
The database of Fresno High
graduates
who
are
military
veterans is growing.
Our list of Warrior Warriors is
nearing
100,
and
includes
veterans from the Class of 1944 to
the Class of 2005.
If you are a FHS graduate who is
a military veteran please contact
Jim Doyle, Class of 1967 at
anhcajim@gmail.com, or at 559779-8171 to be included on our
roster.

Mulkey came back to Fresno in
November 2012 and was one of
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