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This Is Your Chance
To Support Our
Financial Goals
By Jack Fowler
Class of 1952

campus is beautiful with the new
administration
and
library
buildings. We hope to see you
there.
Check the website
www.FresnoHighAlumni.com for
information on upcoming class
reunions and other events.

Principal’s Message
By Dr. John Forbes

HELLO. HELLO. Is anybody out
there? Are you really out there?
We can’t hear you!
This is what it feels like when
we’ve asked for help on the
Fresno High School Alumni
Board. We have lost some
members to health and other
issues. We really need some
help, especially from the younger
classes. Every class should be
represented. We are proud of
what we have accomplished with
so few board members. Right
now we are in need of a Class
Reunion Coordinator. We know
that there are talented people in
the alumni out there, so please
help us in keeping the legacy of
Fresno High School alive. We
meet the second Wednesday of
every month at Fresno High
School at 5:30 P.M. We hope that
you can make it to help with the
FHS Alumni Dinner, The Wall of
Champions Dinner and other
planned events,
We thank everyone that has
faithfully supported the Alumni
Association. All donations are tax
deductible.
Please attend this year’s Alumni
Dinner on May 3, 2014. The

Spring is here and it is an
absolute joy to see our students
enjoying our new Warrior Park,
the plaza in front of Royce Hall.
The impact was immediate.
Students sat on the grass, reading
and talking. Friends went to the
front of Royce Hall and took
pictures (I think these are called
"Selfies"). When asked how they
felt about our Warrior Park,
common responses were, "It
makes this feel like a college
campus." "It's beautiful and makes
me happy to be here." "I love it".
These are phrases of students
who are proud of their school. We
see this translate to our students'
achievement
in
academics,
athletics and the arts.
Academically, we continue to build
a culture of high expectations and
push students beyond what they
thought possible. I wouldn't be
where I am without adults who
told me to raise the expectations
for myself. This senior class is
seeing academic success, being
accepted into highly competitive
universities across the U.S. I just

Spring 2014
received
word
of
three
acceptances to Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo and twelve students to UC
Davis. We are awaiting the final
results for the entire senior class,
but early indications are clear that
our students are rising to the
occasion - and overcoming the
odds of being the first in their
family to go to college.
A 2013 graduate now at UCLA
was on campus Friday to pick up
his IB Full Diploma. I asked him
how he benefitted from attending
Fresno High. He said he has a
high level of confidence because
of the high level of writing he did
at Fresno High. He consistently
outperforms his peers at UCLA
this year.
Our student athletes have also
had a great year. The recent boys’
basketball Valley Championship
resulted
from
hard
work,
teamwork,
and
perseverance
through hard obstacles. Of note,
we faced a very talented
Roosevelt team at Selland Arena
in the championship game.
Coming from an 8-point deficit
mid-way through the third quarter,
the team went into the final
quarter up by 4. As a packed
student section cheered on, our
Warriors held on to win. Our
whole school enjoyed this moment
together. Thank you for all the
alumni who came to cheer us on.
It was evident from the purple in
the arena that we were well
represented. Congratulations to
Coach Wafer, our pep and cheer
squad, our student body, and our
athletes.
Last Monday, Fresno High's
music department hosted the
district-wide concert band festival.
This event involved judging each

school's performance in front of all
the other schools.
All three
judges of our band were
impressed, saying, "This is the
best we've heard from the Fresno
High band in years." Kudos go to
our band director, Matt Okumoto,
our band parents, and the
students who have worked so
hard.
Come out and enjoy our next
public performance of the Spring
Musical - dates are April 3, 4, 5
and 10, 11 and 12. Curtain rises
at 7:00 P.M.
Upcoming projects at Fresno High
include:
- refreshing our technology labs
and classroom laptops
- implementing the second year of
an Engineering Pathway project
through Project Lead the Way
(www.pltw.org)
- building more connections with
our feeder elementary and middle
schools. The entire Fresno High
Region is benefiting our growth.
Thank you, all alumni, for your
support throughout the years. Our
current staff and students are
working hard to build on the
legacy and tradition of Fresno
High. We could not do this work
without
your
investment,
encouragement and involvement.
Thank you!
Warm Regards,
John Forbes, Ed.D., Principal,
THE Fresno High School

Reminiscing with
Bernice Dyck Class of
1936
By Bob Reyes (Newsletter Editor)

Bernice and her dog Shotzie

What was it like when you
entered Fresno High? I grew up
near Armenian town in southeast
Fresno in the shadow of the
famous Sun Maid Raisin Plant.
This was following the “Great
Depression” and times were
tough.
Leaving Longfellow Jr.
High
school on
Huntington
Boulevard in February of 1934
and entering Fresno High School
was a challenge. Without much
public transportation, I was
stymied as to which high school I
would attend. The new Roosevelt
High School was closest, but I had
no transportation. Consequently, I
walked from S. 3rd Street to the
beginning (or end - depends on
how you look at it) of Fulton Street
to the streetcar line (filled with
Fresno High students like myself)
and rode the streetcar until it
stopped at University Avenue so I
could attend Fresno High School.
How were you promoted at the
semester?
When I was at
Winchell Elementary, I skipped a
half year of one of the lower
grades which put me in midsemester classes. Back then you
could enter high school at midsemester and then graduate 3
years later in the middle of the
year.
What was high school like for
you? I felt I never really got
caught up at my 14 years of age (I
turned 15 the following October).
I found the academic courses
beyond me but fell right in with the
mandatory P.E. and drama
classes.
In Latin, Algebra,
Biology, and English, I suffered.
But give me action classes and I
was happy. The drama teacher,
"Ma" Harbors, was wonderful. I
participated in many plays —
along with one notable future
celebrity to be, the late Ross
Bagdasarian of "Alvin and the
Chipmunks" fame.
What was the area around the
school like? The Fresno High
School neighborhood is now
considered the Tower District - but
in the 1930’s, it was a more elite
neighborhood with students from
more affluent families.
They

dressed better, had more family
support, had better study habits,
and lived closer to school than the
45-minute streetcar ride and 30
minute walk home I had to
endure. I felt underprivileged and
MUCH TOO YOUNG.
What
activities
do
you
remember at the school? Once
in awhile we had a guest speaker.
Sometimes the speaker spoke at
lunch, during a study period, or
after school. We were usually 2530 in each group. We had no
mentor in high school – they did
not do that. But one saving grace
was the two campus social groups
- Hypatia and Portia. The Portias
were a more affluent group than
the Hypatias, but I thought being a
Hypatia was the “most” in my
book. Also, not related to campus
activities, there were a couple
"high school" sororities. (Later
banned I understand.) I joined the
Aonias which was an off-campus
high school sorority made up of
Fresno and Roosevelt students. It
was there that I tasted my first cup
of coffee at a "tea" affair. In those
school days there were no
campus classes on good morals,
social graces, behavior and, of
course, no SEX CLASSES —
taboo to even mention in those
"puritanical" days. I learned social
graces by being an Aonian and to
this day appreciate Mrs. King, a
socialite, whose spouse owned
the famous King Grocery chain of
the thirties. Mrs. King was a
stickler on manners, morals, and
how to behave as a young lady.
Social graces in my home within
my family were not talked about.
Our family was too busy trying to
keep the bread and beans on the
table, I guess.
When did you graduate from
Fresno High? Entering as a midterm student meant a February
1937 graduating class. But luckily
I had been an office helper and
earned special points and it was
suggested that I graduate in June
of 1936 which I did. I joined the
class of 1936 and was able to
graduate from the bleachers out
on the front lawn in front of the
famous Royce Hall (in the street,

of course, instead of in the
auditorium of Royce Hall). If you
graduated in February, it was too
cold to hold graduation in front of
the school so they would hold it
inside Royce Hall. I remember at
graduation walking through the
junior class girls who built a chain
of fresh daises. The Fresno High
Daisy Chain was already a
tradition before I graduated in
1936.
So what was the social life like
back in your high school days?
My social life and my dating?
Well, the best any of the guys
could afford was hanging out at
one of the drive-ins. MALLS —
they were unheard of. Once in
awhile we would go for a
hamburger at Olive Inn (at Olive
and Van Ness) and at the Mars
Drive-in way out on Belmont.
Hamburgers were 15 cents back
then and a movie (Warnors,
Wilson, and Kinema) were 10
cents unless your date was a
movie usher and in that case the
movie was free. Yeah, and a little
cuddling when the lights were low.
So how did you meet your
future husband?
The school
"YELL LEADER”, Harry Dyck, was
the cutest fellow I had ever seen.
The school had one yell leader
and only one person led all the
cheers
for
assemblies
and
sporting events. There were no
cheer leaders. My favorite yell
was the old "double F" yell. It was
two years later before Harry and I
dated - and three years before we
married.
Harry came from a
single parent home and went from
Hamilton Jr. High to Fresno High
which gave him an acquaintance
with more students. We often
discuss the advantages the young
people have now that we didn't
have.
And even in those
depression days we knew we
envied those more affluent
students
from
the
better
community.
There was no
tutoring to speak of unless you
were destined to be headed to
college — which many of us were
not.

What are the main differences
that you see between school
back in the 1930’s and school
now? What was different now
from then so far as academic
classes are concerned is that the
training for becoming a teacher
has improved.
Teachers now
assume
a
more
personal
awareness of ethnicity (we had
one black in 1936 at Fresno High
School). I was left to drift,
graduating in June of 1936 at the
age of 16 and not turning 17 until
the following October. We had
little to no personal interaction
with the staff. We had one Dean
of Girls and one Dean of Boys.
These were the only people who
might talk to you one on one, or in
my case, for reprimanding.
What type of advice would you
give today’s Fresno High
students? Take advantage of
what the school has to offer.
Realize that you have advantages
that other people don’t have.

“Thank you, Mr. Reyes and the
Fresno High Alumni Association. I
really appreciate your support.
The scholarship this semester
helped with my expenses at
school. Specifically, it aided me
with the costs for my online
interactive memberships that were
required for my classes, along
with my books. The honor of
being, what I refer to as a Bob
Reyes Scholar, is a constant
inspiration to me during my
academic career.
It is a
consistent
reminder
to
be
determined, diligent, and a leader
- to me it is a lifelong honor. Let
me know if there is anything I can
do to help the Alumni Association.
On another note, I am returning to
Fresno over the summer and I am
looking for internships in the area;
if you hear of any opportunities, I
would love to know.”

Scholarship
Updates
By Bob Reyes (Newsletter Editor)
Sydnie Vinuela (Class of 2012):
Sophomore year at CSU Fresno,
Smittcamp
Family
Honors
College. Studying Humanities.

Makayla Quinn (Class of 2013)
Freshman at University of Pacific:
“I did fairly well last semester and
have a 3.45 Grade Point Average.
I am now officially a double major
in International Relations and
Political Science. My classes have
been rigorous and interesting, The
School of International Studies
has offered me a great deal of
classes that discuss cultural
diversity and evaluate the world in
different perspectives. I have
loved my experience at UOP, and
I just recently joined Delta
Gamma, a social sorority. On my
free time I also volunteered at a
senior citizen home in the area,
where
I
ran
their
social
programming. I am still trying to
create my home away from home
here and find my ground.

“Dear Fresno High School Alumni,
I would like to take this opportunity
to express my deepest gratitude
for choosing me as the alumni
scholarship recipient in 2012. The
scholarship went towards my
books and supplies for my very
first semester and helped me start
college on a very positive financial
note. My second year at Fresno
State will be coming to a close in
the next few months and I cannot
believe that I am so close to
graduating...again!
Starting at
Fresno State in the Fall of 2012
was anything but easy. I began
as a Biology major looking to go
into the medical field and soon
learned that I did not enjoy the
subject as much as I had hoped.
Throughout high school I was
convinced that becoming a brain
surgeon was the only path for me,

but Fresno State and the
Smittcamp Family Honors College
helped me realize that changing
would not be so bad. I quickly
shifted gears and started a mad
search for the right major, one that
I could truly enjoy and love. It
came back to my foundation here
at Fresno High. I had taken four
years of Latin, and I absolutely
loved studying Classics with Mrs.
Spencer. I did my research and
through
many
meetings,
paperwork, and chasings of
department chairs finally created
my own personal major at Fresno
State.
I am now currently
declared
an
Interdisciplinary
Humanities and Classics Major. A
degree in the Humanities can
open the door for many jobs in
terms of the work force, but I plan
to go into education with my
major. I have yet to decide the
specifics, but I plan to continue
into graduate school and earn my
PhD. I hope to either be a high
school principal and continue onto
superintendent or be a Humanities
and Classics professor. I guess
you could say that I will follow in
the family tradition of being
educators. As for now I am part
of the Smittcamp Honors College,
and
three
different
honors
societies on campus: Sigma Alpha
Lambda,
Golden
Key
International, and National Society
of Collegiate Scholars.
I
volunteer weekly with the Circle of
Friends Program at Hinds Hospice
and maintain part time jobs.”
Devinne Vaughn (Class of 2011):
Junior year at UC Santa Cruz.
Anthropology major. Works for
Fresno Parks and Recreation as a
Fitness Coach during the summer.

2014 Scheduled
Reunions
By JoAnn Woodward
Class of 1958
Additional information can be
found
at
FresnoHighAlumni.com/classes
/reunions/future .
1952
Turns 80 years old

Saturday and Sunday, April 26
and 27, 2014
Bettylee Ginsburg Wapner, 559439-2676
BLTbum@aol.com
1954
th
Celebrates 60 Reunion
Friday and Saturday, May 2 and
3, 2014
Roy Spina, 559-297-1041
rjspina@earthlink.net
Jonelle Geringer Anderson, 559877-7105
Anderson@netptc.net
1969
th
Celebrates 45 Reunion
Friday and Saturday, August 22
and 23, 2014
Phil Blohm, 559-435-4491
phil@blohmco.com
1979
th
Celebrates 35 Reunion
Saturday, October 4, 2014
Sharilyn Gustine Weber, 559-3556832
Fresnohs1979@gmail.com
Follow on Facebook, Fresno High
School Class of 1979
2004
th
Celebrates 10 Reunion
Saturday, June 21, 2014
James Martinez, 559-824-5721
James.martinez8604@gmail.com

Class of 1954 60th
Reunion
nd

rd

May 2 and 3 of this year will be
your last and best chance to meet
and spend a few hours with your
friends and classmates from 60
years ago! Yes, this will be the
last planned Reunion of the Class
of 1954, so come and reunite with
old friends you may not even
recognize!
We expect a big
turnout and lots of fun!
Friday evening we’ll have an
informal get-together at the Crown
Room, Piccadilly Inn on West
Shaw, with a no-host bar and
hearty hors d’oeuvres. Cost of
this event is $45.
Saturday morning join us for a
charter bus tour that includes the
new Fresno High School campus
buildings, Fresno City College,
Tower District, Chukchansi AAA
Baseball Park, Fresno State
Campus and Library, and several

other sites that have changed a lot
in the last 60 years. We will have
a narrator from the Fresno
Convention Center to give us
some history and information.
Cost of this event is $25.
The Saturday evening banquet is
the big event! Social hour is at
six, and dinner is served at seven,
with your choice of entrée. Bring
pictures or other keepsakes to
share, if you like, and enjoy the
evening! Cost of this event is $45.
For additional information call Roy
Spina, 559-297-1041 or Jonelle
Geringer Anderson, 559-8777105.

Thoughts from 1947
By Al Fox
Class of 1947
I was in the class of ’47 and was
not known for any scholastic
achievements.
I was in the
Senate (Fox of Colorado), and I
was senior Class Vice-President
and played cornet in the school
bands.
When I was at Fresno High
School and complained to our
principal, Erwin Dann, about the
fence that was put around the
school, it stayed. I remember
when those two fortresses were
erected on the front lawn.
Revolting! I remember my sister’s
1936 graduation on the front lawn.
Formal dress for the girls and
white coats for the boys. The
World War I babies! It was the
biggest class for years, larger than
mine.
But I’m happy to hear those
fortresses no longer exist. In this
day of school desecration, a moat
filled with crocodiles may have to
be built to keep out the bad guys
that get their kicks mutilating and
destroying school property. Times
have really changed.

Yearbooks, Yearbooks,
Yearbooks
By Jackie Garo Boyajian
Class of 1960
Here I am again-----your Year
Book advertiser. I receive emails
and phone calls from so many

looking for their books from their
year of graduation or even all
three years of high school. I
always feel so bad when I cannot
fulfill their wishes or dreams of
having those memories back in
their hands. The older we get –
the more those memories of our
youth means to us. Let me know
if I’ve hit the sweet spot for you.
Personally, I love to go through
those books from the 20’s and
30’s. They are a great source of
history.
The cost of each
yearbook sold is a donation that
goes directly back to the school
for the current students. For the
most part the cost is around $50,
depending on the condition of the
book. Here’s my current list of
books on hand:
1920’s: 1926 (1)
1930”s: 1931 (2); 1933 (3); 1934
(1); 1935 (1); 1936 (1); 1938 (1)
1950’s: 1955 (2); 1956 (4); 1959
(2)
1960’s: 1960 (2); 1963 (1); 1968
(2)
1970’s: 1972 (Reprint); 1974 (2);
1975 (2); 1976 (1); 1979 (2)
1980’s: 1980 (2); 1984 (1); 1989
(2) (1 is vintage)
1990’s: 1990 (1); 1993 (1)
I also have a 1954 Washington Jr.
High – Clarion.
Reprint: The 1972 reprint is one
that was purchased through a
company that reprints yearbooks
– maybe Classmates.com
Please let me know if you have
yearbooks on hand that you wish
to donate to us. We are happy to
be able to offer them to former
students. As always – PROUD
TO BE A WARRIOR!!!
Jackie Garo Boyajian – Class of
1960
jfb15@live.com
(559) 224-6643

Freedom Riders
Exhibition A Success
By Sue Navarro (Fresno High
Librarian)

The Freedom Riders exhibition
featured in the Fresno High
Library in January 2014 was
visited by over 1600 individuals,
including students, staff members,
families, alumni and community
members. This exhibition was
brought to us through a very
generous donation. The Fresno
High Alumni Association granted
the library the complete cost for
shipping the exhibition to our site.
After viewing the exhibition,
hundreds of students wrote their
names on our “wall” committing to
non-violence and anti-hatred.
The
Freedom
Riders
exhibition provided an opportunity
for our
students
to critically
consider the events of the 1960’s
and how these events affect us
today.
The
Deep
South
during 1961 was a place of
profound bigotry, violence and
hatred. It was for this reason that
a brave group of people took
action to shine a spotlight on
bigotry by stepping on the bus and
becoming
a
"Freedom
Rider." This exhibition told their
story.
Students were advised that during
the exhibition they would see and
hear things that would make them
uncomfortable, that this would not
be an easy exhibition to view.
After watching a part of the
documentary,
engaging
in
interactive computer activities on
the issues, and viewing the
panels, students were encouraged
to sign our "Could you get on the
bus?" wall, making a commitment
to non-violence and equality.
Several hundred FHS students
made this pledge.
Here are 2 student quotes from
the Freedom Riders exhibition:
Andrew Rivera:
“The Freedom Riders exhibition
showed me that if you believe in
something, work hard and follow
through on what you believe in,
even if you fail, you can get up
and try again and eventually
succeed.”

Selina Falcon:
“I thought this exhibition was
excellent. It gave me a whole new
perspective and outlook on the
Civil Rights movement, which I
wouldn’t have gotten in a regular
history class.”
The Warrior Echo (Fresno High
Alumni Association Newsletter) is
published twice a year (fall and
spring).
If you wish to have an article
placed in the newsletter, please
contact:
Bob
Reyes,
Newsletter
Editor,
revjreyes1@att.net ; 5374 W. Donner
Ave., Fresno 93722
Jack Fowler (’52), Alumni Chairman,
Jkf0076@att.net ; 3535 N. Del Rey
Ave., Sanger 93657
Jackie Garo Boyajian (’60) Alumni
Vice Chair, Jfb15@live.com ; 235 W.
Holland Ave., Fresno 93705
JoAnn D’Ambrosio Woodward (’58)
Alumni
Secretary,
Ja_woodward@hotmail.com ; 351
Baron Ave., Clovis 93612

Takeo Kunishige, Class
of 1936
By Bob Reyes
(Newsletter Editor)
(I received this email message
regarding the passing of Takeo
Kunishige from his son.)
Mr. Reyes,
We received your April 2013
Warrior Newsletter which asked
for updates on older alumni. My
father, Takeo (Tak) Kunishige,
class of 1936, passed away
October 14, 2012, at the age of
95. He was one of the great
athletes to play at Fresno
High. Teamed with Toby Lawless
in football, his speed and elusive
running success earned him the
title of "The Galloping Ghost of
Fresno High". He also excelled
on the track team still holding one
of the old hurdles records, and on
the basketball team. (Coach
Trombetta wouldn't let the football
players play baseball.)
Though the war disconnected my
dad from Fresno for many years,
he returned in the late 1960's and

started a successful new business
(Dai Ichi Restaurants) from which
he retired at age 88. Dad
remained a remarkable athlete
throughout his life, shooting his
age at Fig Garden Golf Course at
age 78.
He was always proud of his
Fresno High heritage and his
opportunity to be part of the
school's remarkable history.
Toby Kunishige Harrison
(submitted 8/30/13)

We Need Volunteers
By Judie Lane
Class of 1962
You've all read some good articles
in these Alumni Newsletters
explaining many of the benefits
our unique Alumni Association
does for our favorite high school.
Have
you
ever
considered
volunteering one evening a month
to join the committee? We want
to see this organization continue
along while Fresno High is thriving
for at least another 125 years!
New ideas and new members will
ensure
that
the
Alumni
organization's main goals will
continue
to
help
students,
organizations, clubs, etc. and
continue to hold an Annual All
Alumni Dinner event in front of
FHS, so that any alumni from
each and every year of Fresno
High will be able to gather, see
one another again, and have fun.
New officers will need to be
elected from time to time to
ensure that new ideas will keep up
with the times and will continue on
indefinitely along with the school
and all future students.
Can you spare one evening for 2
hours a month? Currently, our
meetings are on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month. Join
our friendly committee of coalumni, have fun, help keep up
with requests and vote and have
an input on the future things to

come for Fresno High School.
You never know when an idea
may pop into your mind.

New Views of Our
Beloved Campus

We are looking for all alumni,
whether graduated after 2000 or
before then, whether recent or
long-time former Fresno High
alumni. All years are encouraged
to join the Alumni group. Your
contributions are a great help. To
participate
or
contact
us:
http://www.fresnohighalumni.com/
contact_email.asp .

Royce Hall and the new Warrior
Park

FHS Military Veterans
By Jim Doyle (1967)
We are assembling a list of
Fresno High alumni who are
military veterans. If you are a
proud member or have served at
one time or another in the Army,
Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast
Guard or National Guard, we
would like to know who you are.
We are also interested in knowing
past family members (who also
are FHS alumni) who have served
with pride. Can you imagine if we
can find an FHS graduate who
served in the Spanish American
War? It is possible, you know.
The landscaping is complete in
Warrior Park (the open area in
front of Royce Hall) and the risers
are set where the plans are to
place memorial plaques. If you
are interested in having a small
memorial
placed
on
these
landscaping risers, please send
your name, address, phone,
email, year of graduation, branch
of service and time served to Jim
Doyle, Class of 1967.
Email
address is 11bravojim@gmail.com
and phone number is 559-2222203.

The new Administration
Building

The new Library

Echo Renamed “Tom Seaver
Lane”

Serving  Fresno  for  125  Years

THE  15TH  ANNUAL  FRESNO  HIGH
ALL-ALUMNI  DINNER  CELEBRATES

OUR  125TH  BIRTHDAY
SATURDAY,  MAY  3,  2014
IN  FRONT  OF  FRESNO  HIGH
SILENT  AUCTION
LIVE  AUCTION
CLASS  DISPLAYS
TOURS  OF  THE  NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  CAMPUS
BIRTHDAY  CAKES
FUNDS  BENEFIT  STUDENT  NEEDS

SOCIAL  BEGINS  AT  5:00  WITH  NO  HOST  BAR
DINNER  BY  GARY  LANFRANCO  AT  7:00

$45  PER  PERSON
If  you  have  questions  or  are  a  Fresno  High  Alumni  Chief  member
please  call  Marie  Slater  (559)  224-5241

Fresno High School
Alumni Association
PO Box 27516
Fresno, CA 93729
Return Service Requested
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CONTINUING THIS NEWSLETTER: Membership is the primary support we get which allows us to give back to the
students and teachers at Fresno High. There is a membership application included in this newsletter. If you are not
interested in becoming a member, maybe a donation would be something you would like to do. Your tax-deductible
check made payable to Fresno High Alumni Association and mailed to P.O. Box 27516, Fresno, CA 93729 would be
greatly appreciated.
__$5___$10___$25___$50___Other

